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nevertheless he can understand that Emperor Francis Joseph
should want to join Bulgaria to the Triple Alliance in view
of Rumania's attitude and of the danger from the forma-
tion of a new Balkan League pointed directly against the
Danubian Monarchy. His Majesty will therefore direct his
minister in Sofia to support steps in this direction taken by
Austria's representative, if requested to do so. His Majesty
will also use his efforts at Bucharest, as suggested by
Francis Joseph, to bring King Carol to fulfil his duties as
an ally, to drop Serbia, and to suppress the agitation in
Rumania against Austria-Hungary.
Finally, concerning Serbia, His Majesty naturally can
not take any stand in the questions between Austria and
Serbia, for they are beyond his competence, but Francis
Joseph may be sure that His Majesty, in accordance with
his treaty obligations and old friendship, will stand true by
Austria's side.37
Bethmann also telegraphed immediately to the German.
Charge d'Affaires in Bucharest, for King Carol's informa-
tion, concerning Francis Joseph's letter to the Kaiser, the
Sarajevo assassination, and Germany's resulting consent to
accept Tisza's Balkan policy of winning Bulgaria:
The Kaiser, as is known to King Carol, has constantly
intervened at Vienna in favor of an understanding with
Serbia. In spite of this, the Austro-Serbian relations have
grown steadily worse. In view of the assassination at
Sarajevo, which evidently appears to be the result of a well
organized plot and of the policy promoted by the Govern-
ment at Belgrade for uniting all South Slavs under the
Serbian flag, His Majesty understands that Emperor Francis
Joseph regards an understanding with Serbia as impossible,
57 Bethmann to Tschirschky, July 6; K.D., 15. The original draft
made by Zimmermann had said Germany would stand true by Austria's
side "under all circumstances;" but these last three words were stricken
out by the more cautious Bethmann and not sent to Tschirschky. The
Kaiser's personal reply to Francis Joseph, drawn up by the Foreign Office
on July 9 and sent on July 14, after expressing condolences, is of similar
tenor; KJD., 26.